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MAP NOTICES. 

BY 

HENRY GANNETT. 

Since our last notice the U. S. Geological Survey has issued 
twenty-six sheets, widely scattered over the country. Five of these 
are from New York, and are on a scale of 1:62,500, with a contour 
interval of 20 feet. In the eastern part of the State is the sheet 
known as Glens Falls, which includes the bend of the Hudson and 
the southern half of Lake George, with the mountains surrounding 
it, monadnocks* rising from an old base-level. This sheet, with the 
Bolton sheet, lying north of it, includes the whole of Lake George, 
with its surroundings, and they will prove of great interest to the 
habitues of that beautiful region. 

The Hoosick sheet lies mainly in New York, and includes a strip 
of western Vermont. It represents a portion of the old base-level, 
with monadnocks rising from it, and the valley of the Hoosick River 
eroded beneath it, owing to the recent elevation of the country. 

The Olcott, Ridgeway and Lockport sheets are in the north- 
western part of the State, the first two upon the shores of Lake 
Ontario, showing a shore gently rising, with well-marked benches. 
The Lockport sheet lies farther inland and includes the escarpment 
which formerly limited the lake, and the higher bench southward, 
upon which flows Tonawanda Creek. 

In Virginia is one sheet, Amelia, representing a base-levelled 
section of the Piedmont region. 

In Tennessee are two sheets, Standingstone and Wartburg, on 
a scale of i :i25,ooo, with a contour interval of 100'. Both of these 
are located in the Cumberland Plateau, showing a region deeply 
dissected in some parts, alternating with broad stretches of level 
summit. 

In Texas are two sheets upon a scale of 1:125,000. Of these 
the Brackett sheet is in the southern part of the State near the Rio 
Grande, and represents a semi-arid plains region, diversified slightly 
in the northeast by the valley of East Nueces River and its tribu- 
taries, and in the central-southern part by the Anacacho Mountains, 
a group of hills of no great height. The other, known as Eagle 
Mountain sheet, lies in the trans-Pecos region. It is traversed by 

* An isolated hill, or group of hills, rising from a base-level. 
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the Rio Grande near the United States boundary line. It shows the 
characteristic features of west Texas, a broad desert valley with an 
irregular, trachyte range upon either side. 

In North Dakota is one sheet, Casselton, upon a scale of i : 1 25,000, 
with a contour interval of 20'. This sheet, in the eastern part of the 
State, shows a broad plain of lake deposits, a portion of the bed 
of Lake Agassiz, rising into glacial hills, the Coteau des Prairies, 
upon the west. 

In Wyoming are two sheets, Patrick and Hartville, on a scale of 
I :i25,ooo with a contour interval of 20'. The sheets lie on the 
plains in the southeastern part of the State. 

The surface is rolling and broken with many cliffs and mesas. 

In Colorado are three sheets, Walsenburg, El Moro and Spanish 
Peaks, upon a scale of 1:125,000. They lie at the western border 
of the plains at the base of the Rocky Mountains, and the surface 
is somewhat broken by canons and plateaux. In the southern part 
of the El Moro sheet is the Raton Mesa, rising 2,700' above the plain 
and capped with volcanic rock, to which it owes its existence. The 
Spanish Peaks sheet shows in the northwest the two peaks from 
which it takes its name; high, sharp, volcanic summits forming an 
eastward spur from the Sangre de Cristo range. 

In Idaho is one sheet, Weiser, in the southwest part of the State. 
This is upon a scale of i :i25,ooo, with a contour interval of 100'. 

In Washington is one sheet, Tacoma. It shows the city of that 
name with the shores of Admiralty Inlet. The land here repre- 
sented is a fine example of glacial erosion and deposition. 

In California are eight sheets, scattered about in different parts 
of the State. Three of them are in the Sierra Nevada and are 
known as Yosemite, Sonora and Big Trees. They are upon a scale 
of 1:125,000, with contour interval of 100'. They show the long, 
westward-sloping spurs of the Sierra, cut by cafions thousands of 
feet deep of the Mokelumne, Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced 
rivers. Yosemite and Hetch-Hetchy valleys are shown upon Yo- 
semite sheet. The San Jose and Mount Hamilton sheets are south 
of San Francisco Bay. Their scale is 1:62,500. The former in- 
cludes a part of the beautiful Santa Clara Valley, with the city of 
San Jos6 and a portion of the coast range in the west. 

The latter is included entirely in the coast ranges representing 
a rugged country. Mount Hamilton, on which is the Lick Observa- 
tory, is located near the middle of this sheet. 

The other three sheets are in the neighborhood of San Luis 
Obispo, showing a portion of the west coast and of the coast ranges 
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bordering upon it. These are Arroyo Grande, Cayucos and San 
Luis Obispo, all on a scale of 1 162,500 and with a contour interval 
of 50'. The Pacific Coast, as represented on these sheets, was plainly 
formed by elevation, since its outline -bears no relation, whatever, 
to the inshore topography. It is being modified rapidly in details 
by deposits from waves and currents, which heap up the sands 
across the mouths of rivers, cutting them off or impeding their 
access to the sea. 

Among the many charts, published by the U. S. Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey, since our last notice, a few call for special mention. 
Among them are the following: 

Upon one sheet are published, by photo-lithography, a chart of 
Lynn Canal, Alaska, scale 1:30,000, Funter Bay, Barlow Cove, 
Fritz Cove, William Henry Bay and Swanson Harbor. All these 
last are upon a scale of 1:20,000. 

Upon a second sheet are charts of Shumagin, Semidi, Chiachi 
and Chirikof Islands, also Falmouth and Eagle Harbors on Nagai 
Island, Simeonof Harbor on an island of the same name, and North- 
west Yukon and Northeast Harbors on the Shumagin Islands, 
Alaska. 

U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey. General chart of Alaska, scale 
1:3,600,000, June, 1897. This, the latest edition of the Coast 
Survey's map of Alaska, shows many additions and changes, the 
result of recent surveys and explorations. Among these may be 
mentioned the course of Sushitna River, the high range between its 
head waters and the course of Tanana River and the low plains 
country westward drained by Kuskokwim River. The course of 
Yukon River has been improved, while the changes upon the Cana- 
dian side of the boundary, especially along the routes from the 
coast to the mining regions of the Yukon, have been greatly 
changed. The next issue will, probably, witness still greater 
changes in the map, as exploration during the past summer has 
been extensive. 

Among the recent publications of the Hydrographic Office, 
U. S. N., are the following: Navigators' Guide Chart in English 
Channel with its Tides and Currents. Upon the map the land is 
distinguished by a brown tint and the sea by blues, the depth being 
indicated by intensity of shading and by soundings. As a graphic 
picture of the sea bottom this chart is very effective. 

Magnetic declination and dip (over the earth) for 1897. (Mer- 
cator's Projection.) This instructive and valuable chart is a 
graphic representation of the results of many thousand observations 
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widely scattered over the earth. This map is one of the results of 
the excellent magnetic work in progress by Mr. G. W. Littlehales 
of the Hydrographic Office. 

Since our last notice the United States Land Office has pub- 
lished new editions of the State maps of Washington, Oregon and 
Arizona. These are upon the scale of twelve miles to one inch. 
They are printed in colors, using black for lettering and culture, 
blue for all water features, while relief is represented by brown 
crayon shading. Reservations of various kinds, such as Indian, 
forest and military, are shown by various flat tints. The maps are 
published by photo-lithography by the Friedenwald Company, of 
Baltimore. 

These maps are compiled primarily from the subdivision plats 
of the General Land Office, and so far as that information extends, 
they are, so far as concerns the drainage of the country, detailed 
and excellent maps. In areas not covered by the plats information 
has been obtained from a number of different sources, especially 
from the work of the U. S. Geological Survey, U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey and from the postal route maps. 

These maps show several distinct improvements over earlier 
editions. Owing to the extensions of Land Office and other sur- 
veys the areas of the States are much more fully represented. The 
blank spaces are fewer and smaller. The use of the three colors 
increases the clearness and legibility of the maps. The relief is 
represented much more fully and more correctly. 

Anderson's Sectional Map of Western and Central Washington, U. S. A. 
Compiled and Published by the O. P. Anderson Map and Blue Print 
Company, Seattle, Washington, iSpj. Lithographed in colors. 
Topography is represented by hachures. Scale, 6 miles to an inch. 

This map represents about half of the State of Washington, 
being that portion north of Township lo North, and west of Town- 
ship 24 East. 

This map is, in the main, a compilation from the plats of the 
General Land Office, supplemented, in areas not yet subdivided, by 
the results of railroad surveys, explorations, and the reports of 
prospectors. In such parts it is greatly generalized, and often in- 
correct. 

It is to be noted that Steel's map of the Olympic region has not 
been utilized, and the representation of these mountains suffers in 
consequence. Nor are the explorations of Sarvent and Evans upon 
Mount Rainier represented. Still the map contains, in spite of its 
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inaccuracies, much valuable information, not embodied in other 
maps. Its cultural features are brought well up to date. 

Piano do Porto e Cidade de Dilly, levantado em iS'/o, por, etc., 2" 

Edifao, iSg^. Commissao de Cartograpkia, Lisboa. Scale 1 : 3,000 

approximately. 

A large scale chart of the town and harbor of Dilli, a port on 

the north shore of the Portuguese portion of Timor Island, East 

Indies. 

Piano Hydrographico do Porto de Loanda, Costa Occidental d' Africa. 
Escala 1:50,000. Commissao de Cartograpkia, iSpS, 2'^ Ed. 
A chart of the port of Loanda, Portuguese West Africa, show- 
ing the plan of the town and the adjacent stretch of coast, with 
soundings. 

Piano da Bahia dos Tigres, Costa Occidental d' Africa. Escala 

1:120,000. Commissao de Cartograpkia, i8p6. 

Tiger Bay is situated in the south of Angola, west coast of 

Africa. It is enclosed between a shore of sand dunes, roo metres 

in height, and a low sand spit. Soundings are shown over the bay. 

Mapa de la Repdblica del Paraguay Con los Ultimos Datos Geogrdficos, 
por Cleto Romero. Escala 1: 1, 000,000. 

This map of Paraguay, on a scale of about 16 miles to an inch, 
accompanies a descriptive article published on the occasion of the 
Brussels Exposition, 1897. 

The map is printed in colors, presumably to show the extent of 
forests, grassy plains, etc., but the explanation seems to be 
wanting. 

Soudan Fran^ais, et Cdte Occidentale d'Afrique. P. Vuillot. ^chelle 
1:4,000,000. 

This map shows the coast of west Africa, from the mouth of 
Congo River, northwestward to Cape Verde, and extends inland to 
include Lake Tchad. 

The streams are printed in blue and relief in brown hachures. 

Since our last notice seven additional sheets of the geological 
map of France have been received. These are based upon the 
Staff Map, on a scale of i : 80,000. 

Also two sheets have been received of the general geological 
map of France, on a scale of i : 320,000. One of these represents 
the island of Corsica. 
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The progress of the French in mapping Algeria is indicated by 
the receipt of four additional sheets. These are upon a scale of 
1 : 50,000, relief being represented by contours and crayon shading. 

The prevalence of forests is indicated by a green tint. 

The work of the French in Tunis is represented by four addi- 
tional sheets, all on a scale of 1:50,000; relief is represented by 
contours and crayon shading, and forests by a green tint. 

The progress of the general map of northern Africa by the 
French Government is illustrated by the appearance of two addi- 
tional sheets, on a scale of i : 2,000,000, relief being represented by 
crayon shading. 

Two additional sheets of the map of Wurtemberg have been 
received. These are upon a scale of 1:25,000, relief being shown 
by contours and timber by conventional characters. 



